The article ''Lack of correlation between the spatial distribution of A2E and lipofuscin fluorescence in the human retinal pigment epithelium,'' by Ablonczy and colleagues, 1 forces us to re-evaluate 2 decades of dogma, and has potentially profound implications for the role (or lack thereof) of the bisretinoid A2E in human retinal degenerations. Using the elegant new method of imaging mass spectrometry, this manuscript clearly and convincingly shows that, unlike in the mouse retina where A2E and lipofuscin topographies closely correspond, the human retina has significant RPE lipofuscin throughout periphery but an A2E trough in the macula.
